
 

The History of Boca Raton 
 

The meaning of the name Boca Raton has always aroused curiosity.  Many 

people wrongly assume the name is simply Rat‟s Mouth.  The Spanish word boca 

(or mouth) often described an inlet, while raton (literally mouse) was used as a 

term for a cowardly thief.  But the “Thieves Inlet”, Boca Ratones, appeared on 

eighteenth century maps associated with an inlet in the Biscayne Bay area of 

Miami.  By the beginning of the nineteenth century the term was mistakenly 

applied to Lake Boca Raton, whose inlet was closed at the time. The “s” and later 

the “e” were dropped from this title by the 1920s, yet the correct pronunciation 

remains Rah-Tone. 

 

The earliest known inhabitants of the Boca Raton area were the Tequesta Indians, who lived in communities near 

the ocean as long ago as one thousand years until the eighteenth century.  The construction of the Florida East 

Coast Canal (today‟s Intracoastal) and the Florida East Coast Railway in the 1890‟s made the region accessible 

to a group of resourceful pioneers. By the early 1900‟s Boca Raton was a tiny agricultural community, many of 

the farmers specializing in pineapple cultivations. Amongst these were a group of Japanese immigrants under the 

leadership of Joseph Sakai, who formed a community along today‟s Yamato Road in 1904. 

 

In May of 1925, the Town of Boca Raton was incorporated at the height of the Florida land boom.  The town 

council commissioned noted society architect Addison Mizner to plan a world-class resort community.  His 

exclusive hotel, known as the Cloister Inn, was completed in 1926 and continues its reign as a city landmark as 

the Boca Raton Resort and Club.  Although many of Mizner‟s plans for the young community were squelched by 

the demise of the land boom in 1926, a few survive today – and his architectural style continues to influence the 

city.  

 

One of Mizner‟s projects was a design for a city hall for Boca Raton.  Completed 

by Delray architect William Alsmeyer in 1927, Old Town Hall at 71 North Federal 

Highway still bears the original footprint of the Mizner design and was constructed 

using ironwork tile and woodwork, supplied by Mizner Industries. Today the Town 

Hall is the home of the Boca Raton Historical Society. 

 

In the 1930 and 40s, Boca was known for its winter vegetable crop, particularly the 

green beans which commanded a premium in northern markets. In 1942, the Army 

Air Corps established its only war-time radar training school at the site of what is today F.A.U. and the Boca 

Raton Airport.  The facility brought over 30,000 servicemen as well as families and civilian employees to the 

tiny community of Boca Raton, with a population of 723 in 1940. 

 

In the 1950s, the still small town played host to a safari park called Africa USA, which opened where the 

Camino Gardens development stands now.  E.G. Barnhill offered an attraction call Ancient America on the site 

of prehistoric burial mounds on U.S. One in the area of today‟s Sanctuary neighborhood. And the Winter Bible 

Conference Grounds – Bibletown- was established. „ 

 

In the 1960s, South Florida experienced another great land boom, with developments pushing the Everglades and 

former farmlands increasingly westward.  The population grew to almost 30,000 residents by 1970, continuing to 

increase well outside city limits to this day.     

   

 

 

     



 

 

Aberdeen Arms, Highland Beach 

4750 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   116  

Bedrooms  1 & 2 

Year Built  1971 

Square Footage 1000-1500 

Side of A1A  West 

Addison, Boca Raton 

1400-1500 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   169 

Bedrooms  2 to 4  

Year Built  1986 

Square Footage 2150-4500 

Side of A1A  East  

Admirals Walk, Boca Raton 

4545 North Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   68  

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1974 

Square Footage 2000-2250 

Side of A1A  West  

 

 

Aegean, Boca Raton 

2150 North Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   8  

Bedrooms  3 

Year Built  1985 

Square Footage 2960 

Side of A1A  East 

 

 

 

Page 1 



 

 

 

Athena, Boca Raton 

2070 North Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   4 

Bedrooms  3  

Year Built  1998  

Square Footage 4600 

Side of A1A  East 
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Aragon, Boca Raton 

2494 North Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   46 

Bedrooms  3 to 6  

Year Built  1994 

Square Footage 4300-8000 

Side of A1A  East 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ambassadors South 

 Highland Beach 

4505-4511 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   160 

Bedrooms  1 & 2  

Year Built  1976 

Square Footage      1050-1200  

Side of A1A  East 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ambassadors East,  

Highland Beach 

3215-3301 South Ocean Blvd 

 

Units   320 

Bedrooms  1 & 2 

Year Built  1975 

Square Footage 950-1100 

Side of A1A  East 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Beach Walk East, Highland Beach 

3201 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   45 

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1982 

Square Footage     1600-2400 

Side of A1A  East   

Beresford, Boca Raton 

350 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   53 

Bedrooms  3 

Year Built  1977 

Square Footage     2300-2500 

Side of A1A  East 

Boca Capri, Boca Raton 

2501 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   24 

Bedrooms  2  

Year Built  1964 

Square Footage     900-1300 

Side of A1A  West 

Boca Cove, Highland Beach 

4510 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   65 

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1977 

Square Footage     1200-1800 

Side of A1A  West 
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Boca Inlet, Boca Raton 

701 East Camino Real 

 

Units   98 

Bedrooms  1 to 3 

Year Built  1965 

Square Footage      800-2800 

Side of A1A  West  

Boca Mar, Boca Raton 

310 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   38 

Bedrooms  1 & 2 

Year Built  1967  

Square Footage    800-1300 

Side of A1A  East 

Boca Reef, Boca Raton 

3051 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   50 

Bedrooms  1 & 2 

Year Built  1971 

Square Footage 1200 

Side of A1A  West 

Boca South, Boca Raton 

2929 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   86 

Bedrooms  1 & 2 

Year Built  1974 

Square Footage     700-900 

Side of A1A  West 
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Boca Towers, Boca Raton 

2121 North Ocean Boulevard  

 

Units   272 

Bedrooms  1 & 2 

Year Built  1975 

Square Footage      800-1200 

Side of A1A  West 

Boxwood Terrace, Highland Beach 

4215 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   15 

Bedrooms  1 & 2 

Year Built  1977 

Square Footage      850-1400 

Side of A1A  East 

Braemer Isle, Highland Beach 

4740 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   235 

Bedrooms  1, 2 & 3 

Year Built  1982 

Square Footage     1500-2300 

Side of A1A  West 

Brighton, Boca Raton 

2000 North Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   39 

Bedrooms   2&3 

Year Built  1979 

Square Footage        2400-3600 

Side of A1A  East 
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Carlton, Boca Raton 

901 East Camino Real 

 

Units   63 

Bedrooms  3 

Year Built  1980 

Square Footage        2100-2600 

Side of A1A  West 

 

Carlton House, Highland Beach 

2701 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   32 

Bedrooms  1 & 2 

Year Built  1964 

Square Footage     1100-1500 

Side of A1A  East 

Carron House, Highland Beach 

4600 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   44 

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1982 

Square Footage      1600-3300 

Side of A1A  West 

Casuarina, Highland Beach 

3450 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   54 

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1986 

Square Footage     1800-2000 

Side of A1A  West 
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Chalfonte, Boca Raton 

500-550 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   378 

Bedrooms  2 to 4 

Year Built  1974 

Square Footage    1300-1900  

Side of A1A  East 

Clarendon, Highland Beach 

3407 South Ocean Boulevard  

 

Units   43 

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1982 

Square Footage   1400-4000 

Side of A1A  East  

Cloister Beach Towers, Boca Raton 

1200 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   128 

Bedrooms  2 & 3  

Year Built  1966  

Square Footage     1200-2000 

Side of A1A  East 

Cloister del Mar, Boca Raton 

1800 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   96 

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built      1968  

Square Footage     1300-2200 

Side of A1A  East 
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Coronado, Highland Beach 

3400-3420 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   336 

Bedrooms  2  

Year Built  1984 

Square Footage     1400-1500 

Side of A1A  West 

Dalton Place, Highland Beach 

4748 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   122 

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1982 

Square Footage     1500-2100 

Side of A1A  West  

  

Edgewater Townhouse 

Highland Beach 

3004-3012 S. Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   9 

Bedrooms  3 

Year Built  1981 

Square Footage     2400-2800 

Side of A1A  West  

Esplanade, Boca Raton 

1901 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   37 

Bedrooms  2 

Year Built  1979 

Square Footage     1300-1650 

Side of A1A  West 
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The Excelsior, Boca Raton 

400 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   27 

Bedrooms  3 & 4 

Year Built  2002 

Square Footage     3700-4700 

Side of A1A  East 

Highland Beach Club, 

 Highland Beach 

3594 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   200 

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1977 

Square Footage     1200 - 1700 

Side of A1A  West  

  

Highland Towers, Highland Beach 

2921 South Ocean Boulevard 
 

Units   48 

Bedrooms  1 & 2 

Year Built  1959 

Square Footage     900-1400 

Side of A1A  East 

Highlands Place, Highland Beach 

2901 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   45 

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1988 

Square Footage     2100-2600 

Side of A1A  East 
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La Font, Boca Raton 

501 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   6 

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1985 

Square Footage     1650-3400 

Side of A1A  West 

La Fontana, Boca Raton 

2001-2003 North Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   162 

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1981 

Square Footage     1600-2100 

Side of A1A  West  

Lake House South, Boca Raton 

875 East Camino Real 

 

Units   123 

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1972 

Square Footage     1500 - 1900 

Side of A1A  West 

Luxuria, Boca Raton 

2500 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   24 

Bedrooms  3& 4  

Year Built  2006 

Square Footage     4500-8300 

Side of A1A  East  
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Marbella, Boca Raton 

250 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   156 

Bedrooms  2 &3 

Year Built  1978 

Square Footage    1600-3500 

Side of A1A  East 

 

Mayfair, Boca Raton 

1401 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   55 

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1982 

Square Footage     1800-3200 

Side of A1A  West 

 

 

The Meridian, Boca Raton 

1 North Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   31 

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  2006 

Square Footage     3200-3400 

Side of A1A  West 

Mizner Court, Boca Raton 

100-120-140 South East 5
th

 Avenue 

 

Units   200 

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1988 

Square Footage     1600-2800 

Side of A1A  West 
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Mizner Grand, Boca Raton 

450-600 South East 5
th

 Avenue 

 

Units   138 

Bedrooms  3 & 4 

Year Built  1999 

Square Footage     4200-5200 

Side of A1A  West 

 

Mizner Tower, Boca Raton 

300 South East 5
th

 Avenue 

 

Units   136 

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1989 

Square Footage    2000-2900 

Side of A1A  West 

   

Newth Gardens 

 

Units   100  

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1969 

Square Footage   1200-1900 

Side of A1A  West 

 

Ocean Club, Boca Raton 

2401 North Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   15 

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1985 

Square Footage     2400-3200 

Side of A1A  West 
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Ocean Dunes, Highland Beach 

3015 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   48 

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1984 

Square Footage    2100-2200 

Side of A1A  East 

Ocean Pines, Highland Beach 

3009 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   54 

Bedrooms  2 

Year Built  1976 

Square Footage     1300-1700 

Side of A1A  East  

Ocean Reef Towers, Boca Raton 

2066 North Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   54 

Bedrooms  1 & 3 

Year Built  1971 

Square Footage 

Side of A1A  East 

We work nights and weekends 
Monday ï Friday 

8:30a.m. to 10:00pm ET 

Saturday ï Sunday 

10:30 am to 7:00 pm ET 

 Call 1-877-612-4973 

Ask us about our 
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Ocean Terrace, Highland Beach 

3115 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   43 

Bedrooms  3 

Year Built  1981 

Square Footage     1900-3000 

Side of A1A  East 

Parker Highland East,  

Highland Beach 

4605 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   26  

Bedrooms  3 to 5 

Year Built  1981 

Square Footage     2600-5000 

Side of A1A  East 

Patrician, Boca Raton 

2851 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   127 

Bedrooms  1 & 2  

Year Built  1969 

Square Footage     1000-1500 

Side of A1A  West 

 

  

Penthouse Towers Highland 

 Highland Beach 

3100 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   82 

Bedrooms  1 & 2 

Year Built  1970 

Square Footage     1100-1200 

Side of A1A  West 
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Penthouse Towers, Highland Beach 

3101 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   136 

Bedrooms  1 & 2 

Year Built  1970 

Square Footage     950-1200 

Side of A1A  East. 

Placide, Boca Raton 

1800 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   54 

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1979 

Square Footage     1600-2200 

Side of A1A  East 

Presidential Place, Boca Raton 

800 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   42 

Bedrooms  3 & 4 

Year Built  1994 

Square Footage     4700-4900 

Side of A1A  East 

Reflections, Boca Raton 

555 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   7 

Bedrooms  3 & 4 

Year Built  1980 

Square Footage     2600-2800 

Side of A1A  West 
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Regency Highland Club,  

Highland Beach 

3908-3912 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   222 

Bedrooms  1 to 3 

Year Built  1975-77 

Square Footage 1000- 1900 

Side of A1A  East 

Sabal Point, Boca Raton 

700 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   65 

Bedrooms  1 to 3 

Year Built  1965 

Square Footage 1200-3200 

Side of A1A  East 

 

Sabal Ridge, Boca Raton 

750 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   32  

Bedrooms  3   

Year Built  1968 

Square Footage 3000-6000 

Side of A1A  East 

Sabal Shores, Boca Raton 

600 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   125 

Bedrooms  1 to 3  

Year Built  1970  

Square Footage 1150-2250 

Side of A1A  East 
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San Remo, Boca Raton 

2871 North Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   296 

Bedrooms  1 to 3 

Year Built  1967 

Square Footage 800-2000 

Side of A1A  West 

Sea Ranch Club, Boca Raton 

4001-4301 North Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   531  

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1982-1990 

Square Footage 1400-3700 

Side of A1A  West 

   

Seagate, Highland Beach 

3300-3310 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   317 

Bedrooms  1 & 2 

Year Built  1972 

Square Footage 1000-1500 

Side of A1A  West 

Stratford Arms, Boca Raton 

2600 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   120 

Bedrooms  3  

Year Built  1976 

Square Footage 2100  

Side of A1A  East 
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Three Thousand South,  

Boca Raton 

3000 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   80 

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1970 

Square Footage 1300-1800 

Side of A1A  East 

Tierra Del Mar, Boca Raton 

1111 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   177 

Bedrooms  1 to 3 

Year Built  1973 

Square Footage 1100-1500 

Side of A1A  West 

Toscana, Highland Beach 

3700,20,40 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   425 

Bedrooms  2 to 5 

Year Built  1999 

Square Footage 2200-4500 

Side of A1A  West  

Townhouses of Highland,  

Highland Beach 

2565 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   72 

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1981 

Square Footage 2000-4500 

Side of A1A  West 
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Trafalgar of Highland Beach 

Highland Beach 

2917 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   54 

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1982 

Square Footage 1700 - 2300 

Side of A1A  East 

 

Villa Costa, Highland Beach 

3210 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   36 

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1991 

Square Footage 1700-3100 

Side of A1A  West  

Villa Magna, Highland Beach 

2727 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   92 

Bedrooms  2-3 

Year Built  1982 

Square Footage 2400 - 3500 

Side of A1A  East   

Villa Mare, Highland Beach 

3211 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   31 

Bedrooms  3 

Year Built  1991 

Square Footage 2500-2700 

Side of A1A  East 
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Villa Nova, Highland Beach 

3505 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   24  

Bedrooms  2 

Year Built  1987 

Square Footage 2600 

Side of A1A  East 

Whitehall, Boca Raton 

2000 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   164 

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1971 

Square Footage 1400-3000  

Side of A1A  East  

  

Whitehall South, Boca Raton 

2800 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   256  

Bedrooms  2 to 4  

Year Built  1974 

Square Footage 1400-3000 

Side of A1A  East 

 

 

Wiltshire House, Highland Beach 

2909 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   49  

Bedrooms  1 to 3  

Year Built  1968 

Square Footage 1700-2600 

Side of A1A  East 
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Yacht & Racquet Club, Boca Raton 

2667-2727 South Ocean Boulevard 

 

Units   366 

Townhouses  33 

Bedrooms  2 & 3 

Year Built  1978 

Square Footage 1000 - 2400 

Side of A1A  West   
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